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WALYHE ¢ TR

Policy Network Governance of Urban Community Home—based Elderly
Care Service System: The Example of Government
Purchasing Public Services

Hu Wen

[Abstract] With the increasingly serious trend of aging and low fertility in China, community home—
based elderly care service has been an important approach to solving the elderly care problem. Meanwhile,
part of the governmental functions of elderly caring services has been transferring, entrusting, or decomposing
to social resources by the government purchasing public services. In this paper, we analyze the inherent
mechanism of governmental purchase of community home—based elderly care services in policy networks
and explore the interaction between multiple subjects. Our study finds that there are issues of insufficient
interactions between government and service supply subjects, insufficient protection to demand subjects by the
government, and a matching imbalance between service supply subjects and demand subjects in the practice
of governmental purchase of community home—based elderly care services. In response to the problems
above, the study puts forward policy suggestions from the aspects of optimizing the cooperation mechanism,
strengthening the incentive mechanism, improving the supervision mechanism, improving the welfare security
mechanism, unblocking the appeal expression mechanism, transforming the service supply mechanism,
establishing the demand evaluation mechanism, etc., in order to improve the governance level and service
efficiency of the government's purchase of community home—based elderly care services.

[Key Words] Community home—based elderly care service; Government purchase of public services;

Policy network governance
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