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The Systematic Reshaping of Fertility Support Policy:
Challenges and Responses

He Dan & Shi Yi

[Abstract] The problem of fewer children has become the basic national condition that China must face
in the future development, and has an important impact on the realization of Chinese path to modernization
with a huge population. This paper discusses the importance of implementing fertility support at this stage from
multiple dimensions, analyzes the difficulties and challenges in systematically reshaping the existing fertility
support policies, and suggestsrecommendations for constructing a fertility support policy system. The study
elaborates that the absence of the core basic system is the major challenge facing the construction of China's
fertility support policy system, and that priority should be given to resolving the main contradictions in policy
design to avoid falling into the traps and misconceptions of institutional inertia, welfarism, benefit paradox, and
policy imbalance. It is necessary to change the policy concept in time, continuously strengthen the high level
of promotion, reshape the policy framework, and establish three basic systems with maternity insurance, infant
and child care and reproductive health as the core; it is also necessary to clarify the main body responsible for
the policy, prepare for long—term investment, refine the supporting support measures, and improve the policy
effect tracking and evaluation mechanism.

[Key Words] Fertility support; Family development; Population strategy; Policy path
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