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From "Individual" to "Society": the Realistic Response of
Rural Mutual—aid Elderly Care Service
Wang Lijjian & Zhu Yixin
[Abstract] Rural mutual—aid elderly care service is an important choice to speed up the improvement
of China’ s rural care services. Based on the social basis and generative logic of rural mutual-aid elderly
care service, the paper probes into the realistic situation and core dynamics of rural mutual—aid elderly care
service. It is found that the traditional “geographical” and “biological” basis of mutual aid has disintegrated
in the process of social change, and cultural awareness and social capital are difficult to play a role as “soft
constraints” . The elderly are prone to individual negative consciousness, due to the poor quality of mutual—
aid elderly care services, the lack of timely feedback and the difficulty in measuring fairness effectively.
Therefore, the paper further proposes the optimum path of rural mutual-aid elderly care services, including
basing on realistic needs to improve action performance, constructing typical model and reconstructing social
capital, clarifying construction standards and establishing institutional guarantee, and expanding funding

sources and guiding citizen participation.
[Key Words] Rural Mutual—aid Elderly Care Service; Social Basis; Generative Logic; Optimum Path
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