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China's Programme for the Formulation of the Law
on Prosecutorial Public Interest Litigation

Ma Huaide
[Abstract] Since the Fourth Plenary Session of the 18th CPC Central Committee decided to explore the

establishment of a public interest litigation system initiated by procuratorial organs, the system of procuratorial
public interest litigation has rapidly matured and improved on the basis of many laws and regulations and
normative documents such as the Civil Procedure Law and the Administrative Procedure Law, and has
been playing an important role in safeguarding public interest and supervising the implementation of laws.
The report of the 20th National Congress of the Communist Party of China (CPC) puts forward the major
deployment of "perfecting the public interest litigation system", which requires us to sum up the practical
experiences of the procuratorial public interest litigation and promote its special legislation. At present, there
are sufficient theoretical preparations and institutional foundations for special legislation on prosecutorial
public interest litigation, and a series of basic consensus has been formed, so we are fully capable of putting
forward a legislative programme with Chinese characteristics that meets the needs of the times and conforms to
the will of the people. Specifically, the enactment of special legislation on prosecutorial public interest litigation
should clarify the nature of prosecutorial public interest litigation and the positioning of the procuratorial
organs, properly define the scope of prosecutorial public interest litigation, systematically construct the
procedures for instituting prosecutorial public interest litigation, enrich the investigative means of prosecutorial
public interest litigation, and focus on regulating the management and use of public interest damages, among
other basic issues. As a special legislation in the field of public interest litigation, the Law on Procuratorial
Public Interest Litigation will surely improve the public interest litigation system more effectively, and will
more powerfully safeguard the national interests and social public welfare on the track of the rule of law, and
will make a greater contribution to the advancement of the Chinese—style modernisation.

[Key Words] Public Interest Litigation; Prosecutorial Public Interest Litigation Law; Public Interest;
Legislation
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