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Progress, Problems and Key Tasks of Cultivating and
Developing Modern Urban Agglomerations in China
Gao Guoli & Pan Zhaoyu

[Abstract] Cultivating and developing modern urban agglomerations is an important measure to
improve the spatial layout of urbanization. This article systematically analyzes the progress and problems
faced in cultivating and developing modern urban agglomerations in China since the implementation of the
Guiding Opinions of the National Development and Reform Commission on Cultivating and Developing
Modern Urban Agglomerations in 2019; Based on the current urbanization process and socio-economic
development level in China, the concept and connotation of urban agglomerations in the current stage are
proposed. From a functional perspective, urban agglomerations are the unity of transportation commuting
circle, industrial cooperation circle, quality of life circle, and unified market circle. At present, urban
agglomerations in China have five major characteristics: moderate scale, appropriate structure, sound
functions, outstanding benefits, and safety resilience; Facing the "15th Five Year Plan", it is proposed to
cultivate and develop modern urban agglomerations, timely carry out urban agglomeration planning
evaluations, organize planning revisions in a timely manner, focus on improving transportation commuting
circles, creating industrial cooperation circles, building quality living circles, and constructing unified market
circles.

[Key Words] Metropolitan Area; Urbanization; Connotation and Characteristics; Key Tasks
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