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Theoretical Innovation in the United Front:Epochal Mission,

Intellectual Foundations,and Academic Frontiers

Li Yanxia

Abstract: Adhering to the United Front is the historical experience of the Party's century-long struggle and an important
component of the historical practice of Chinese modernization. The innovation and development of the United Front theory is an
important part of the construction of China's autonomous knowledge system. In recent years, the research on the United Front in
domestic theoretical circles has focused on historical development and experience summary, theoretical inheritance and
development, the United Front work with domestic and overseas communities, and the institutional mechanism of the United
Front work. It has produced a multitude of study findings. However, as a strategic policy with Chinese characteristics, the
practical attributes of the United Front and the interdisciplinary nature of the United Front theory imply that the theoretical
innovation of the United Front needs more ‘abstract, ~ ‘transcendent, ’and ‘integrative’ thinking to enhance its theoretical
explanatory power and integrative innovation. In the new era, United Front theoretical innovation should focus on promoting
discourse transformation, expanding the theoretical dialogue space of United Front knowledge production; promoting empirical
research, enhancing the theoretical explanatory power of United Front research; breaking through disciplinary barriers,
strengthening the theoretical penetration of United Front research by taking the core field as the traction; reinforcing the practical
application, and enhancing the theoretical vitality of United Front research.

Keywords: Autonomous Knowledge System, United Front, Theoretical Innovation



