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National Security Studies in the Digital Age: The Origin, Transformation,

and Path of Computational National Security Studies
Li Ming

Abstract: As an emerging interdisciplinary subject, national security studies urgently requires the promotion of
transformation and innovation in its research paradigm. The advancement of computational social sciences and the practical
demands of national security studies have provided a theoretical foundation and practical basis for the proposal of computational
national security studies. The research purview of computational national security studies includes relevant theoretical
foundations, research methodologies and practical applications. Its research paradigm has accomplished a transformation from
small samples to large samples, from partial cognition to comprehensive perception, from causal relationships to correlative
relationships, and from empirical judgment to evidence-based analysis. Currently, computational national security studies still
confronts substantial challenges in data acquisition and utilization, research methods innovation, and theoretical system
construction. In light of this, it is imperative to strike a balance between theory and data, devise distinctive research methods,
facilitate the establishment of academic communities, and continuously promote the innovative development of the national
security studies discipline system and research paradigms.

Keywords: The Era of Digital Intelligence, National Security Studies, Computational National Security Studies, Paradigm

Shift, Theoretical Construction
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