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The Historic Role of the Independent Mountain Guerrilla Warfare Initiative
Launched by the Communist Party of China during the Chinese People’s

War of Resistance Against Japanese Aggression

He Husheng

Abstract: The independent guerrilla warfare in the mountain regions with the initiative in our own hands constituted a
comprehensive strategy developed by the Communist Party of China (CPC) during the Chinese People’ s War of Resistance
Against Japanese Aggression, relying on geographical advantages, adhering to the principle of flexibility and mobility, enabling
the Party-led armed forces to conduct independent operations. It was proposed and implemented by the CPC in the process of
independently exploring the path of armed struggle while breaking away from the constraints of the Comintern, countering the
Kuomintang’ s scheme of “incorporate but not tolerate the Communists”, and rectifying erroneous tendencies within the CPC. It
was a theoretical innovation that continuously advanced the adaptation of Marxist military theory to the Chinese context, based on
a deepened understanding of the Chinese revolution. By elevating the independent guerrilla warfare in the mountain regions to a
strategic position and integrating it with the establishment of the Chinese united front against Japanese aggression and the
development of armed struggle, the CPC cemented the revolutionary strength essential for securing victory in the war, endowing
it with holistic significance. Examined through the lens of a holistic approach to Party history, from objective, dialectical, and
subjective dimensions, this strategy enables a profound comprehension of its pivotal role in the war of resistance and the
development of the CPC.

Keywords: The Communist Party of China, The Chinese People’ s War of Resistance Against Japanese Aggression,

“Independent Guerrilla Warfare in the Mountain Regions with the Initiative in Our Own Hands”, Strategic Position



